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Chemical Trigger values for freshwater
(µµµµgL-1)

Trigger values for marine water
(µµµµgL-1)

Level of protection (% species) Level of protection (% species)
99% 95% 90% 80% 99% 95% 90% 80%

Hexazinone ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Simazine 0.2 3.2 11 35 ID ID ID ID
Urea herbicides
Diuron ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Tebuthiuron 0.02 2.2 20 160 C ID ID ID ID
Miscellaneous herbicides
Acrolein ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Bromacil ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Glyphosate 370 1200 2000 3600 A ID ID ID ID
Imazethapyr ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Ioxynil ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Metolachlor ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Sethoxydim ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Trifluralin B 2.6 4.4 6 9 A ID ID ID ID
GENERIC GROUPS OF CHEMICALS
Surfactants
Linear alkylbenzene sulfonates (LAS) 65 280 520 C 1000 C ID ID ID ID
Alcohol ethoxyolated sulfate (AES) 340 650 850 C 1100 C ID ID ID ID
Alcohol ethoxylated surfactants (AE) 50 140 220 360 C ID ID ID ID
Oils & Petroleum Hydrocarbons ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Oil Spill Dispersants
BP 1100X ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Corexit 7664 ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Corexit 8667 ID ID ID ID ID ID ID
Corexit 9527 ID ID ID ID 230 1100 2200 4400 A

Corexit 9550 ID ID ID ID ID ID ID ID

Notes:  Where the final water quality guideline to be applied to a site is below current analytical practical quantitation limits, see Section 3.4.3.3 for
guidance.

Most trigger values listed here for metals and metalloids are High reliability figures, derived from field or chronic NOEC data (see 3.4.2.3 for reference to
Volume 2). The exceptions are Moderate reliability for freshwater aluminium (pH >6.5), manganese and marine chromium (III).

Most trigger values listed here for non-metallic inorganics and organic chemicals are Moderate reliability figures, derived from acute LC50 data (see
3.4.2.3 for reference to Volume 2). The exceptions are High reliability for freshwater ammonia, 3,4-DCA, endosulfan, chlorpyrifos, esfenvalerate,
tebuthiuron, three surfactants and marine for 1,1,2-TCE and chlorpyrifos.

*  = High reliability figure for esfenvalerate derived from mesocosm NOEC data (no alternative protection levels available).

A = Figure may not protect key test species from acute toxicity (and chronic) — check Section 8.3.7 for spread of data and its significance. ‘A’ indicates
that trigger value > acute toxicity figure; note that trigger value should be <1/3 of acute figure (Section 8.3.4.4).

B = Chemicals for which possible bioaccumulation and secondary poisoning effects should be considered (see Sections 8.3.3.4 and 8.3.5.7).

C = Figure may not protect key test species from chronic toxicity (this refers to experimental chronic figures or geometric mean for species) — check
Section 8.3.7 for spread of data and its significance. Where grey shading and ‘C’ coincide, refer to text in Section 8.3.7.

D = Ammonia as TOTAL ammonia as [NH3-N] at pH 8. For changes in trigger value with pH refer to Section 8.3.7.2.

E = Chlorine as total chlorine, as [Cl]; see Section 8.3.7.2.

F = Cyanide as un-ionised HCN, measured as [CN]; see Section 8.3.7.2.

G = Sulfide as un-ionised H2S, measured as [S]; see Section 8.3.7.2.

H = Chemicals for which algorithms have been provided in table 3.4.3 to account for the effects of hardness. The values have been calculated using a
hardness of 30 mg/L CaCO3. These should be adjusted to the site-specific hardness (see Section 3.4.3).

J = Figures protect against toxicity and do not relate to eutrophication issues. Refer to Section 3.3 if eutrophication is the issue of concern.

ID = Insufficient data to derive a reliable trigger value. Users advised to check if a low reliability value or an ECL is given in Section 8.3.7.

T = Tainting or flavour impairment of fish flesh may possibly occur at concentrations below the trigger value. See Sections 4.4.5.3/3 and 8.3.7.
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