
Assessment, Classification & Management of Liquid & Non-liquid Wastes 

 
117 

Toxicity characteristics leaching procedure (TCLP) test: Estimates the potential for both organic 
and inorganic constituents to leach from a non-liquid waste type when it is deposited within a 
landfill. The test results indicate the environmental acceptability of disposing the non-liquid waste 
to landfill. It is recommended that procedures described in the following new series of Australian 
Standards for leachate preparation be followed, subject to the provisions outlined in Technical 
Appendix 1: AS 4439–1997: Wastes, Sediments and Contaminated Soils; AS 4439.2–1997: Wastes, 
Sediments and Contaminated Soils, Part 2: Preparation of Leachates—Zero Headspace Procedure; and AS 
4439.3–1997: Wastes, Sediments and Contaminated Soils Part 3: Preparation of Leachates—Bottle Leaching 
Procedure.  

‘Treatment of waste means the processing of waste into a different type of waste.’  

‘Virgin excavated natural material (eg clay, gravel, sand, soil and rock) that is not mixed with any 
other waste and that: 

(a) has been excavated from areas that are not contaminated, as a result of industrial, commercial, 
mining or agricultural activities, with manufactured chemicals and that does not contain 
sulphidic ores or soils, or 

(b) consists of excavated natural materials that meet such criteria as may be approved by the EPA.’ 

Waste: As defined in the Waste Minimisation and Management Act 1995 and the Protection of the 
Environment Operations Act 1997: 

‘waste includes: 

(a) any substance (whether solid, liquid or gaseous) that is discharged, emitted or deposited in the 
environment in such volume, constituency or manner as to cause an alteration in the 
environment, or 

(b) any discarded, rejected, unwanted, surplus or abandoned substance, or 

(c) any otherwise discarded, rejected, unwanted, surplus or abandoned substance intended for 
sale or for recycling, reprocessing, recovery or purification by a separate operation from that 
which produced the substance, or 

(d) any substance prescribed by the regulations to be waste for the purposes of this Act. 

A substance is not precluded from being waste for the purposes of this Act merely because it can 
be reprocessed, re-used or recycled.’ 

Waste activity: is defined Schedule 1 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997. (See 
also Section 2.1.1 of these guidelines.) 

Waste facility: is defined Schedule 1 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997. (See 
also Section 2.1.3 of these guidelines.) 

‘Waste Guidelines means the document called Environmental Guidelines: Assessment, Classification 
and Management of Liquid and Non-Liquid Wastes, issued by the EPA and in force as at 1 July 1999 
[these guidelines].’ 

Waste treatment device: A device for treating human waste and/or sullage on the site of its 
generation (for example, a septic tank or aerated wastewater-treatment system). 
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HOW TO OBTAIN ADVICE 

DEC offices 

For guidance or technical advice on the disposal of waste or the application of these guidelines, 
contact your nearest DEC office listed below. 

Offices are open 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. weekdays, except public holidays. An answering service is 
available at times when district offices are not attended. 

Sydney offices 
  

Sydney 
59–61 Goulburn Street 
Sydney 
PO Box A290 
Sydney South 1232 
Phone: (02) 9995 5000 
(switchboard) 
Phone: 131 555 (info & 
publication requests) 
Fax: (02) 9995 5999 

Parramatta 
Level 7 
79 George Street 
Parramatta 2150 
PO Box 668 
Parramatta 2124 
Phone: (02) 9995 5000  
Fax: (02) 9995 6900 

 

 

Regional offices 
  

Albury 
4th floor, Albury City Council 
Chambers 
553 Kiewa Street 
PO Box 544 
Albury 2640 
Phone: (02) 6022 0600 
Fax: (02) 6022 0610 

Armidale 
Level 1, NSW Govt Offices 
85 Faulkner Street 
PO Box 494 
Armidale 2350 
Phone: (02) 6773 7000  
Fax: (02) 6772 2336 

Bathurst 
219 Howick Street 
PO Box 1338 
Bathurst 2795 
Phone: (02) 6332 7600 
Fax: (02) 6332 2387 

Grafton 
NSW Government Offices 
49 Victoria Street 
PO Box 498 
Grafton 2460 
Phone: (02) 6640 2500  
Fax: (02) 6642 7743 

Griffith 
Suites 7-8, Level 1, 
Griffith City Plaza 
130–140 Banna Avenue 
Griffith 2680 
Phone: (02) 6969 0700 
Fax: (02) 6969 0710 

Newcastle 
Ground floor 
NSW Government Offices 
117 Bull Street 
Newcastle West 2302 
PO Box 488G, Newcastle 2300 
Phone: (02) 4908 6800 
Fax: (02) 4908 6810 

Queanbeyan 
Suite 4, Robert Lowe Building 
30 Lowe Street 
PO Box 622 
Queanbeyan 2620 
Phone: (02) 6122 3100 
Fax: (02) 6299 3525 

Wollongong 
Level 3, NSW Govt Offices 
84 Crown Street 
Wollongong 2500 
PO Box 513 
Wollongong East 2520 
Phone: (02) 4224 4100 
Fax: (02) 4224 4110 

 

District offices 
  

Buronga 
Unit 2/1, Silver City Highway 
PO Box 386  
Buronga 2739 
Phone: (03) 5022 1096 
Fax: (03) 5021 0547 

Dubbo 
Level 2, NSW Government 
Offices 
37–39 Carrington Avenue 
PO Box 1020 
Dubbo 2830 
Phone: (02) 6841 9801 
Fax: (02) 6882 9217 

Kariong 
Building 19 
Mt Penang Parklands 
Pacific Highway 
Kariong 2250 
Phone: (02) 4340 5148 
Fax: (02) 4340 5866 
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Murwillumbah 
Suite 2A, Warina Walk Bldg 
Cnr Main & Brisbane Streets 
PO Box 723 
Murwillumbah 2484 
Phone: (02) 6672 6134 
Fax: (02) 6672 6134 

Muswellbrook  
Suite 1, 56 Brook Street 
Muswellbrook 2333 
Phone: (02) 6541 2381 
Fax: (02) 6541 1634 

Tamworth 
Level 1, Noel Park House 
155-157 Marius Street 
PO Box 2140 
Tamworth 2340 
Phone: (02) 6767 2700 
Fax: (02) 6766 7493 

Specialist advice 

For specialist guidance or technical advice on the assessment, classification (including 
immobilisation) and management of waste, contact: 

Waste Management Section 
Department of Environment and Conservation 
PO Box A290 
Sydney South 1232 
Phone: (02) 9995 5000 
Phone: 131 555 

For information on chemicals and declared chemical wastes controlled by Chemical Control 
Orders (CCOs) under the Environmentally Hazardous Chemicals Act 1985 contact: 

Chemicals Policy Section at the above address. 

For information on the administration of licences for waste facilities, contact: 

Environment and Conservation Operations Service Centre, phone 133 372. 

If you require information on the control of radioactive substances, contact: 

Radiation Control Section at the above address. 
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